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G L O B A L  T O P I C S  

BOREAN WW: Moscow Jndoeses Ne w Truce P r o ~ o s a l g  

The first indicat ion of apparent Ccmunist will ingness t o  accept 60me 
form of voluntary repa t r ia t ion  of prisoners of war-as revealed i n  the  
28 March K i m  I1 Sung-Peng . Te-huai l e t t e r  t o  General Clark, 'the 3 0  March 
Chou En-lai statement 'on rephtr ia t ion and K i m  I1 Sung's 31 March endorse- 
meqt of Chou's statement-is reported by ~~oscow t o  Soviet l i s t e n e r s  but 
is given only limi+,ed Qt ten t icn  t o  foreign audiences t o  date. 
endorsement of the new prioposa.l, as,  arinoumed 'by Foreign Minister Molotov 
on 1 April ,  receives disseminaticn by Eadio Mcscow and TASS. 
however, i n i t i a t e s  no other coinment and broadcasts only TASS reviews of 

out f o r  spec ia l  mention'in a seperate TASS release is.Wlct of the Indian 
delegate Lo the United Nations, Ki-isbna Ivknon. 
saying tha t  the Conununis-L propocal is one which "opens prcspects of a 
hopeful futuile f o r  the whcle world." No ot!ier coixnen-t o r  individual is 
accorded similar at tent ion.  

Chou's proposal, which implies return of the e n t i r e  Korean question t o  the 
machinery establisned a t  the Panmunjbm,thlks and o f f e r s  kgreement on the 
repa t r ia t ion  issue,  is i n  contrast  t o  the Soviet.resolut2.on a t  the  United 
Nations which provided fo r  postponement of agreement 'on r.epa..i;riation 
until a f t e r  cessation of h o s t i l i t l e s  a s  well as f o r  the se t t l ecen t  of . 
the  e n t i r e  Korean question by' the Soviet-sponsored 11-:nem'oer commission 
on Korea,%> Moscow had reaffirmed t h i s  posit ion i n  wide broadcast Gttentlon 
t o  the March discussions of the Korean queotion a t  tke United Nations. 
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. I " ._ , foreign press  and diplomatic response, vhlcn record tne -"cautiousii hut 
. . . . .  _. . . favorable a t t i t u d e  .adopted by Western c i rc le6  .+' The..only-. comont"'singl.ed .-- 

. I  Menon i G  reported as 
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Additional contrast  WES provided in  broadcasts of two Leontyev commentaries 
on 17 and 19 March which denounced the American 'lultimutum which foresees  
the fo rc ib l e  detention and nonrepatrlatlon of thousand6 of Chinese cnd 
Korean prisoners pi' war" and which. stated i n  unusually posi t ive terrns 
t h a t  '%here is not a s ingle  state i n  the world t h a t  would agree 'to the 
detention of its ci t izens,  forcibly and forever, hs prisoners  of war by 
its w & r  adversary." However, Moscow broedcksts during the  week p r i o r  t o  
the lctest  Chinese and North Korean propoaals conttlhed no reference t o  
problems of t ruce settlement. 

It  is possible t h a t  tne ambiguities i n  the Chinese and Ncrth Korean proposals 
concerning ult imate disposi t ion of those prisoners who resist repa t r ia t ion  
may ac tua l ly  cloak fur ther  Communist intrarsigence on t h i v  question. 
should be noted tha t  Peking has broadcast new charges of b r u t a l i t y  a l legedly 
employed to force Cowunist prisoners t o  give up the i r  demand t o  re turn  home, 
In  a 31 March commentary copcernlng b a d i s t i c  outragesii comi t t ed  by ltU.S. 
Chiane agentst1 a t  the prison camps, Feking c l a i m  ti iht  several  recent ly  captured 
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agents have confessed t o  using deception, b ru t a l i t y  and' even canriSbalism 
against  the prisoners,  Although Peking and Pjon,&!ang in  particu1r.r have 
consistently maintained that Communists prisoners have been intimidated 
a t  the prison Cmps, such exp l i c i t  and virulent  charges of b ru ta l i t y  by 
"special  ogentsll have appeared only infrequently i n  the past .  In  contrast  
t o  Peking's continuation of prisoner a t roc i ty  and BW charges, Noscow..and 

. Pyongyang apparently, eliminated a l l .  a t roc i ty  charges from t h e i r  broadcas,ts- 
a f t e r  29 Ekrch. . 

A cGritrast is also apparent i n  the respective a t ten t ion  accorded by Moscow 
and Peking t o  the U.N.  discuesion;cf t he 'bac t e r i a l  warfare charges. 
Viidecpread Peking comment reviews the Schvable-Bley depositions and 
reports  the complete f a i lu re  of the attempt by U.S. Delegate Gross to  

. . . . -  , re fu te  these depositions 6s well .os.. %ne overwhelming muss of -evidence ;L -8 .  ' ... 
', .- . ... conipiled by the CommunJ,sts .....:.H owe;ver,..I~oscow limits i t s e l f  - . t o  .a single.:? - I 

TASS review of the  favorable.Arab-Asitn support f o r  its proposa1,to inv i t e  
Chinese and North Korean par t ic ipat ion in tile debate. 
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